United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United Stales Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
www.usplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/045,661 



10/23/2001 



James J. Alwan 



35690 7590 05/17/2006 

MEYERTONS, hood, kivlin, kowert & GOETZEL, p.c. 

700 LAVACA, SUITE 800 
AUSTIN, TX 78701 



5957-16203 



2453 



EXAMINER 



TRAN, DZUNG D 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2613 

DATE MAILED: 05/17/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Sumrnsrv 


Application No. 

10/045,661 


Applicant(s) U 1 ^ 
ALWAN ET AL. 


Examiner 

Dzung D. Tran 


Art Unit 

2613 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. The indicated allowability of claims 15-18 and 21 are withdrawn in view of the 
following rejections as follow. 



Specification 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 15-18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Traa U.S. patent no. 6,222,660. 

Regarding claim 15, Traa discloses a method for increasing an operation range 
of a photodidde detector for use in a communication system, the method comprising: 

a first node having a photodiode detector 10 (coL 2, line 40) configured to 
monitoring the receive power level of an incoming communication beam (see figure 1); 

a current sense module (elements 16, 14, col. 2, line 30) configured to sense a 
incoming photocurrent to the APD 10 (col. 2, line 36); 
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Traa further discloses in col. 3, lines 1-6, the obtaining anoptimum bias voltage 
for the APD by controlling the attenuator base on a family of constant optical power 
level curves are generated (see figure 2), with each optical power level being 
determined by the programmable optical attenuator 26 in response to the attenuation 
command from the controller 18 (equivalent to first attenuation control) is configured to 
disable (e.g. decrease the attenuation level to minimum) and enable (e.g. increase the 
attenuation level to maximum) the first optical attenuator to keep the power level of the 
incoming communication beam to within the operational range of the photodiode 
detector. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, Traa discloses a first optical attenuator 26 (col. 2, 
line 59) coupled to the first node and configured to attenuate the incoming 
communication beam prior to it reaching the photodiode detector 10 (see figure 1) and a 
first attenuation control module (e.g. controller 18, col. 2, line 65) configured to control 
the first optical attenuator to maintain a power level of the incoming communication 
beam to within an operational range of the photodiode detector (col. 2, lines 65-67). 

Regarding claims 16 and 21, Traa discloses a method for controlling incoming 
laser power in a communication system which includes a first node and a second node 
where the second node transmits a communication beam to the first node and where 
the first node includes a first attenuator 26 (col. 2, line 59), the method comprising: 
a photodiode detector 10 (col. 2, line 40) configured to receive an incoming 
communication beam (see figure 1); 
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Traa further discloses in col. 3, lines 1-6, the obtaining an optimum bias voltage 
for the APD by controlling the attenuator base on a family of constant optical power 
level curves are generated (see figure 2), with each optical power level being 
determined by the programmable optical attenuator 26 in response to the attenuation 
command from the controller 18 (equivalent to first attenuation control) is configured to 
disable (e.g. decrease the attenuation level to minimum) and enable (e.g. increase the 
attenuation level to maximum) the first optical attenuator to keep the power level of the 
incoming communication beam to within the operational range of the photodiode 
detector. 

4. Claims 19-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 11-14, 23, and 26-45 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-18 and 21 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dzung D Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3025. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for 
the organization Where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Dzung Tran 
05/13/2006 



